Hispanic STEM Initiative Update
Thursday, May 24, 2012
Dear Friends,

In this issue: A review of the unchanging state of American education and Novelas Educativas.

“It's not just that public schools aren't producing the results we want—it's that we're not giving them what they need to help students achieve at high levels. K-12 education in the United States is deeply antiquated. Most schools still have a three-month summer vacation, a practice that dates back to our agrarian past, when most Americans lived on farms and children were required to help tend and harvest crops. Most classrooms are still physically set up the way they were then, with a teacher facing rows of students. Children of many different backgrounds and learning styles are expected to learn the same lesson taught in the same way. School district policies and practices have not kept pace with student and teacher needs.”

“Classrooms in China, India, Japan, and South Korea, meanwhile, have advanced by leaps and bounds. They have elevated the teaching profession, insisted on longer school days and years, promoted education as a key value, created national ministries empowered to set priorities and standards, and built school cultures designed to help teachers uphold these high standards. They do all of this with far less money than the United States spends on education. In the past few decades, American taxpayer spending in real dollars has more than doubled, with no associated increase in student achievement. Efforts to spend more money may be well intentioned, but money alone won't fix our schools.”

These are excerpts from a commentary (see Never Let a Crisis Go to Waste below) by Eli Broad, founder of two Fortune 500 companies and the Broad Foundations – the latter to advance entrepreneurship for the public good in education, science, and the arts. While his belief that discontent with the state of American education is reflected in the Occupy Wall Street movement is a big stretch, he is dead on about the amount of resources that have gone into public education with a little to show for it. The commentary also reiterates what has been stated here many times before – that: 1) low-income and minority students often have little or no access to qualified teachers; 2) academic preparation in K-12 schools helps ensure students enroll, persist, and ultimately complete a postsecondary education, and; 3) the consequences of low educational attainment, namely dropouts, manifests itself in the social costs for which we all pay.

“The American middle class, once bolstered by well-paying jobs in the manufacturing and construction sectors that didn't require a higher education, now runs on service- and technology-sector jobs that require a significantly greater level of educational attainment. But too few young people are making it to college. Even when they do, the monumental cost of higher education and the lack of sound K-12 preparation make the university track not just difficult, but also, in the eyes of an increasing number, undesirable. Without a solid education, these young people face higher rates of poverty, unemployment, and crime. Lifetime income, taxes, productivity, and health indicators all decline.”

As a consequence, the static condition of American public education has given rise to a whole education industry comprised of public, private, and non-profit organizations designed to compensate for its shortcomings, inside and outside the classroom and schoolhouse. Ultimately, the commentary does not provide any specific ways to transform the current state of American education, except to suggest that the crisis should be used “as chances to rethink everything, question your assumptions, and start afresh.” That is not a bad recommendation. But, we should also use our current base of knowledge to bring about systemic education reform. Here is just some of what we already know:

· academic success in school starts at an early age.

· doing math is not an aptitude or a skill with which one is born - it is directly related to effort and quality instruction.

· parent and family involvement is a strong predictor of a child’s academic success.

· a highly qualified, culturally competent teacher makes a lasting difference in a student’s academic success.

· rigorous academic preparation in the core subjects of math and science ensures that students will persist and ultimately graduate with a postsecondary credential.

This knowledge has been incorporated in the STEM education projects and alliances we presently have underway. This information is also reaching Hispanic students, families, and communities in creative ways that use digital media to produce “entertaining films that incorporate educational messages to inform and motivate individuals to take action in their lives.” Check out Novelas Educativas below, a company that partners with community colleges, universities, national foundations, and non-profits to develop digital media initiatives and produce media tools as part of academic curriculum, classroom instruction, and outreach to underserved groups.

Finally, I ask you all to pause this Memorial Day weekend to salute our armed forces and honor the men and women who have paid the ultimate sacrifice to preserve the freedoms we have the privilege of experiencing as Americans. Please join me in extending our solemn thoughts and prayers to these brave souls and the families they’ve left behind.



News, Information, and STEM Articles of Interest
As a regular feature of the Hispanic STEM Initiative Update, I am pleased to provide you the following news, information, and articles of interest in STEM education. I especially thank Maria Ester Lopez, David Valladolid, and Dr. Refugio Rochin for submitting some of this information and encourage the rest to do the same when you encounter an educational item that will be of interest to the network.



Commentary
Never Let a Crisis Go to Waste

By Eli Broad

Published Online: May 21, 2012

Education Week

For one difficult year, I was an assistant professor at the Detroit Institute of Technology. It was a year after I graduated from Michigan State University and started my accounting practice. I taught all the night courses that no one else wanted, like drugstore accounting. I scoured lesson plans, textbooks, and teachers' guides and tried to keep my students' attention. A lot of them were older than I was, worked two jobs, or had just come back from fighting in Korea. It was incredibly challenging work that left me with a lifelong respect for teachers.

Now, nearly 60 years later, that early experience has become all the more important because of my passionate involvement in philanthropic work to improve America's public schools.
I am old enough to remember when America's K-12 public schools were the best in the world. I am a proud graduate of them, and I credit much of my success to what I learned in Detroit public schools and at Michigan State. When I was in high school, not long after World War II, the United States had the top graduation rate. Since then, we have dropped behind 20 other industrialized nations. In less time than you just spent reading the last paragraph, another American student has dropped out of school.
American students today rank 31st in the world in mathematics and 23rd in science. If the academic rankings of our most precious resource—our young people—reflected the rankings of our Olympic athletes, it would be a source of major national embarrassment.
The most shameful part of the picture—the one I consider the civil rights issue of our time—is the dramatically lower graduation rates for poor and minority students. These students are far less likely to have access to the best teachers.
By any measure, America's schools are in the grip of a profound crisis.
Frankly, I'm not sure how far I would get if I attended public school today.

It's not just that public schools aren't producing the results we want—it's that we're not giving them what they need to help students achieve at high levels. K-12 education in the United States is deeply antiquated. Most schools still have a three-month summer vacation, a practice that dates back to our agrarian past, when most Americans lived on farms and children were required to help tend and harvest crops. Most classrooms are still physically set up the way they were then, with a teacher facing rows of students. Children of many different backgrounds and learning styles are expected to learn the same lesson taught in the same way. School district policies and practices have not kept pace with student and teacher needs.

Although classrooms have stayed largely the same on the inside, the world around them has changed radically. The sheer pace of economic and societal forces as a result of the digital revolution far exceeds the capacity of our schools, as they are currently structured, to keep up. Technological advances have personalized every arena of our lives, but very little has been done to harness the same power to personalize learning for students with different needs.

Classrooms in China, India, Japan, and South Korea, meanwhile, have advanced by leaps and bounds. They have elevated the teaching profession, insisted on longer school days and years, promoted education as a key value, created national ministries empowered to set priorities and standards, and built school cultures designed to help teachers uphold these high standards. They do all of this with far less money than the United States spends on education. In the past few decades, American taxpayer spending in real dollars has more than doubled, with no associated increase in student achievement. Efforts to spend more money may be well intentioned, but money alone won't fix our schools.

The American middle class, once bolstered by well-paying jobs in the manufacturing and construction sectors that didn't require a higher education, now runs on service- and technology-sector jobs that require a significantly greater level of educational attainment. But too few young people are making it to college. Even when they do, the monumental cost of higher education and the lack of sound K-12 preparation make the university track not just difficult, but also, in the eyes of an increasing number, undesirable. Without a solid education, these young people face higher rates of poverty, unemployment, and crime. Lifetime income, taxes, productivity, and health indicators all decline.

These are the kinds of problems—lack of opportunity now and cynicism about the future—that contribute toward frustrations behind movements like Occupy Wall Street. The protesters are right. We must do better.

"When external forces are changing your world, think about what you can do to move with them, rather than reflexively hunkering down and refusing to change."
Many talented and intelligent men and women have attempted to reform education, and many have quit the effort because of the enormity of the problem, the lack of progress, and the system's resistance to change. I never shy from an unreasonable goal. And as President Barack Obama's former chief of staff and now-Chicago Mayor Rahm Emanuel once smartly told The New York Times, "Rule One: Never allow a crisis to go to waste. They are opportunities to do big things."

That's a good rule for everyone to keep in mind, no matter the type of crisis you find yourself confronting. When external forces are changing your world, think about what you can do to move with them, rather than reflexively hunkering down and refusing to change. Use crises as chances to rethink everything, question your assumptions, and start afresh. That's what we're trying to do in public education.

Entrenched bureaucracies, policies, and practices are no longer set up in a way that helps teachers and students progress. Taxpayer resources often don't make it to the classroom. Teachers are left to fend for themselves without adequate real-time information about how well their students are learning, access to best practices, or time to collaborate. Because teachers' pay and expectations are, in most cases, low, many talented Americans are dissuaded from entering the profession at all.

How did public school districts get here? I suspect the reason is because too few dared to ask the right "Why not?" question: Why not redesign these districts? It's a simple matter of reframing basic assumptions. Data show that the greatest positive outcomes for students happen when entire school systems are either redesigned or started anew.

The problem is immense. The solution must be big enough to match it. But there is good news. It is possible to challenge the status quo while honoring good teachers and defending public education. It is possible to encourage innovative, creative, and new solutions to tackle the challenges facing our public schools. And it is possible to provide all of our children with equal access to a free, quality public education, not just those lucky enough to live in an area with a great school, like I did 70 years ago.

Eli Broad is the founder of two Fortune 500 companies, KB Home and SunAmerica. With his wife, Edythe, he has founded The Broad Foundations to advance entrepreneurship for the public good in education, science, and the arts. The Eli and Edythe Broad Foundation funds systemwide public school programs and policies. This Commentary was adapted for Education Week from Mr. Broad's just-published book, The Art of Being Unreasonable (Wiley).

http://www.edweek.org/ew/articles/2012/05/23/32broad_ep.h31.html?tkn=QWUFhAsf14ijEslGCnLBIkckuXX%2BSk0Rl14X&cmp=ENL-EU-VIEWS1






Digital Media Center shared a link.

May 8

New STEM-based Novela by Novelas Educativas and the DMC

“Soldando Mi Futuro” (Welding My Future)

Click on the link below to view the novela of Rosanna Morelos as she has a discussion with her family about the STEM courses she is taking at Santa Ana College. Video subtitled in English: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=isp5j-dW6lI
For more information, please visit us – http://www.novelaseducativas.com


ACADEMIC PREPARATION/ACHIEVEMENT

Manual Arts MESA Team Top Ten in World-Wide Robotics Competition!

May 16, 2012 

A student team from Manual Arts High School placed 8th in an international robotics challenge.

The Zero Robotics Autonomous Capture Challenge is a programming tournament sponsored by NASA, MIT and Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency (DARPA) . Teams must to develop an algorithm for a robotic pod that would autonomously identify and capture a satellite in space.

More than one hundred teams from countries around the world including Russian, South Korea and India competed. Robo–skunks is the only team from California to place in the top ten. Winners were announced May 1.

Led by MESA advisor John Santos, 12th graders Adedamola Tombrown, Korayma Arrevalo, 11th grader Eduardo Avila and 10th grader Ali Ibsin worked for five weeks on the project.

“Our students accomplished something some might say is impossible,” Santos said. “An inner–city school competed with some of the top aerospace engineering and computer science programs from throughout the world and finished in the top ten.”

The team was mentored by volunteers from Lockheed Martin, Northup Grumman and Raytheon and toured the satellite development facility at Boeing for inspiration.

MESA students at Manual Arts are served by the MESA center housed at University of Southern California. Thirty–two percent of Manual Arts students are English language learners and 77 percent receive free and reduced lunch.

MESA is an academic preparation program that serves more than 21,000 California pre–college, community college and university students who are educationally disadvantaged.

Seventy–four percent of MESA high school students go to college after graduation compared to 41 percent of all California students. Sixty percent of MESA high school graduates go on to college as math, engineering or science majors.

For more information about the Manual Arts students, contact USC MESA director, Larry Lim at llim@usc.edu or 213–740–1999.  For more information about Manual Arts Robotics Team, visit www.video.mahs.org. For more information about MESA visit www.mesa.ucop.edu.

http://www.laspromise.org/media/shownews.php?id=74


Middle School Science Scores Edge Up, But STEM Experts Want More

United States STEM achievement still lags behind that of international competitors

By Jason Koebler 

May 10, 2012

U.S. News & World Report

[image: image2.jpg]



American students stink at science. But they might be starting to improve just a bit—eighth-graders are doing a little better in the subject than they were in 2009, according to new national standardized test scores.

Average test scores on the National Assessment of Educational Progress jumped two points between 2009 and 2011, and 65 percent of students are now meeting at least the "basic" knowledge level. But that's not the progress many experts would like to have seen, especially with the country putting a renewed focus on improving science, technology, engineering, and math (STEM) education.

"Two points does not excite me," says Gerry Wheeler, interim executive director of the National Science Teachers Association. "It's like the kid has been flunking all year long and then all a sudden they get a 'D' on the final—well, they've still got a 'D.'"

The United States ranked 23rd in a recent international science exam. Wheeler says that for all the rhetoric surrounding STEM—Obama mentioning it in his State of the Union addresses, Congress considering starting a STEM office in the Department of Education, and pundits nationwide sounding alarm bells—science is still largely ignored in the lower grades. That's because science is overshadowed by English, language arts, and math, subjects that schools must focus on to meet No Child Left Behind requirements.

"I only expected a two-point increase because we haven't done anything differently," he says. "If you go into schools, you'll see science teachers being told to get back to teaching reading and math."

Jack Buckley, commissioner of the National Center for Education Statistics, who administers and designs the NAEP exams given to a representative sample of students throughout the country, says any increase in scores is worth celebrating.

"Fundamentally, I'm an optimist," he says. "But I'm not saying there's no room for improvement."

That was the reaction of many STEM experts throughout the country—take any increase where you can get it.

"Is two points enough? No, but it's very difficult to move NAEP scores up," says Linda Rosen, CEO of Change the Equation, a coalition of businesses focused on improving STEM education. "But I'd rather go up two points than not at all. At least the needle is moving in the right direction."

Gregg Fleisher of the National Math and Science Initiative, a nonprofit teacher training organization, says that once you get down into the details of the report, things start getting exciting.

Hispanic student achievement was up five points, black students scored three points better on average. Although large gaps still remain between those two groups and whites and Asians, it's trending in the right direction.

And, perhaps most exciting of all, the report confirmed what many STEM experts have been saying for years—students respond better to hands-on learning than they do to reading out of a textbook. Students who said they completed in-class projects every day scored 16 points higher than students who said they never or hardly ever did in-class projects.

http://www.usnews.com/news/articles/2012/05/10/middle-school-science-scores-edge-up-but-stem-experts-want-more


Slow and Steady Will Not Win the Race 





Linda Rosen

Chief Executive Officer, Change the Equation

The Huffington Post Blog

Posted: 05/16/2012 11:59 am 

The 2011 NAEP 8th-grade science results are both promising and disappointing. 

On the bright side, the efforts of educators, business leaders and other science advocates are paying dividends, however small:

· Scores are two points higher than they were in 2009. 

· 16 states have raised their scores while none have declined. 

· Underrepresented groups have made significant increases -- black students gained 3 points and Hispanic students gained 5 points. 

Yet it's disappointing that progress has been so slow. Young people in many advanced nations are still leaving ours in the dust, and developing nations are catching up fast. And despite the gains for students of color, persistent achievement gaps are stifling opportunities for millions of young people.

Business leaders have been joining forces to move the needle in science. Nearly two years ago, a visionary group of more than 100 CEO's came together to create Change the Equation (CTEq). They are elevating the national conversation on the need to boost student learning in science, technology, engineering and mathematics (STEM), and they are putting their money where their mouths are. Collectively they invest more than $600 million annually in STEM learning opportunities. Through the 2011 Igniting Learning initiative, they expanded first-rate programs to more than 130 sites nationwide that serve mostly female and minority youth, who have been least likely to pursue science careers. Students such as Fountain-Fort Carson (CO) High School's Arimus Wells and East Mecklenburg (NC) High School's Kayla Burriss exemplify the extraordinary things students can achieve when they have access to engaging hands-on STEM learning opportunities.

The message here is that everyone must raise their game: educators, policy makers and the business community. CTEq's work demonstrates that business leaders are stepping up to the plate. Member companies are committed to working together to improve STEM learning in the U.S. CTEq aims to align their philanthropy and advocacy around common principles for effectiveness to ensure that their combined investments and advocacy efforts add up to substantial and sustained progress. 

We should not deny the progress we've made thus far. But business leaders learned long ago that slow and steady will not win the race.

http://www.huffingtonpost.com/linda-rosen/slow-and-steady-will-not-_b_1521317.html


Degrees for Latinos ranked

Published May 20, 2012 

San Antonio Express-News

When it comes to the number of undergraduate degrees awarded to Hispanic students, the University of Texas at San Antonio is fifth in the nation, according to rankings released this month by the Hispanic Outlook in Higher Education Magazine.
Florida International University got the top spot, followed by the University of Texas-Pan American, the University of Texas at El Paso, California State University-Fullerton and UTSA.
The ranking system uses 2011 statistics from the top 100 predominantly Hispanic-serving institutions in the United States and Puerto Rico.
UTSA awards about 46 percent of its undergraduate degrees to Hispanics, according to the magazine. The university was No. 12 in awarding master’s degrees to Hispanics.

Read more: http://www.mysanantonio.com/news/education/article/Degrees-for-Latinos-ranked-3572798.php#ixzz1vWM6hS3U


THE ECONOMY AND GLOBAL COMPETITIVENESS

Report sounds warning on Latino education gap

by Anne Ryman on Apr. 27, 2012

Arizona Republic News

A new report says Arizona hasn’t made much progress in closing the educational-achievement gap for Latinos in the past decade, and it predicts dire consequences to the state’s economy if nothing changes.
Despite various efforts to improve education, Latinos in Arizona score lower on state standardized tests than White students, have higher dropout rates and are less likely to get a bachelor’s degree, according to a report released Friday by Arizona State University’s Morrison Institute for Public Policy.
One example of how the educational-achievement gap has changed little in the past 10 years: The percentage of Latinos ages 25 to 34 who had a bachelor’s degree or higher increased only 1 percentage point to a total of 9 percent, compared with 32 percent for Whites.
The study, titled “Dropped? Latino Education and Arizona’s Economic Future,” comes 10 years after the institute issued a similar report that was considered a warning and a call to action. The latest report predicts that the failure to close the achievement gap poses a grave threat to the state’s economic health. The key reason is that Latinos are expected to make up a majority of Arizona’s population and wage earners in the future.
The report was unveiled at a morning session in Phoenix attended by more than 150 community and business leaders, educators and state legislators. The report was followed by a question-and-answer session on possible solutions with a panel of business leaders and educators.
Organizers hope the report will renew the call to action that was made a decade ago.
“The fact is things can be done, and it’s up to us,” Paul Luna, CEO and president of Helios Education Foundation, a non-profit that provided funding for the study along with the Virginia G. Piper Charitable Trust, told the audience.
The 40-page report cites statistics that show Latinos make up nearly one-third of the state’s population and about 47 percent of its children under 19. They are likely to become the majority within two decades.
At the same time, a postsecondary education and work skills are becoming more important to earn a living. By 2018, an estimated 61 percent of all the jobs in the state will require some training beyond high school, according to the Georgetown University Center on Education and the Workforce.
Without an education beyond high school, a growing number of families will likely have lower incomes. That means less purchasing power, the Morrison Institute study says, which will lower tax revenue and inhibit economic growth. Less tax revenue strains public services as well.
Doug Pruitt, retired chairman and CEO of Sundt Construction and a panelist at Friday’s discussion, predicted Arizona was headed in the direction of a social-welfare state if nothing changes. A state population’s general level of education is one factor companies consider when deciding whether to locate in a state. Companies are going to avoid Arizona if there aren’t enough skilled workers for their businesses, he said.
“They’re not going to take the risk to invest in a state and then pray that you may get your education system in order,” he said.
Pruitt said different education expectations have to be set for today’s young people. Instead of assuming everyone needs a four-year college degree, he said, vocational education should also be emphasized.
“It’s not just an education,” he said. “It’s an education and a skill.”
Despite the report’s dire predictions, there are some bright spots, panelists said.
The Maricopa Community College District, one of the largest community-college systems in the country, is educating a growing number of Latino students, said Maria Harper-Marinick, the district’s executive vice chancellor and provost. Community colleges and state universities are working more closely together to increase the number of students who transfer to the universities and get four-year degrees.
Harper-Marinick said that solutions for closing the achievement gap are not simple and that funding needs to be part of the conversation.
“A lot of the ideas that we have take money,” she said. “That’s just reality.”
Another panelist, Phil Francis, retired CEO of PetSmart, said he was encouraged by the number of educational-advocacy groups in the state that have been able to start and sustain reforms.
He suggested that what the state needs is a single-mindedness, rather than a well-intended, piecemeal approach, or fragmented bills in the state Legislature.
“We need to create a movement and get deadly serious,” he said.

http://tucsoncitizen.com/arizona-news/2012/04/27/report-sounds-warning-on-latino-education-gap/


Texas Higher Education Must Confront Hard Choices, UPenn Study Finds

Press Release: Institute for Research on Higher Education

Wed, Apr 18, 2012 12:01 AM EDT

PHILADELPHIA--(BUSINESS WIRE)-- 

Texas will be forced to put the state’s economic growth at stake by closing the doors to college opportunity for thousands of young people, many of them Latino, unless leaders prioritize their goals for higher education and develop a plan to pay for them, according to a new report released by researchers at the University of Pennsylvania’s Institute for Higher Education Research. 

Through its strategic plan, Closing the Gaps, Texas has garnered broad public support for a set of statewide goals for higher education: increasing college enrollment, raising the number of degrees awarded, pushing the state’s colleges and universities up in the national rankings, and luring more federal research dollars. 

But the admirable goals Texas has set for itself are not compatible, particularly in tough economic times, Laura Perna and Joni Finney of Penn’s Graduate School of Education write in “Hard Choices Ahead: Performance and Policy in Texas Higher Education,” the fourth report of a five-state study. 

Worrisomely, Texas ranks 39th among states in the share of adults ages 25 and older who have earned at least an associate degree, at 32%, Perna and Finney find. Yet as soon as 2018, according to projections, 56% of all jobs in Texas will require some kind of postsecondary education or training. 

Texas higher education falls below the national average on most measures of college readiness, enrollment and graduation rates, and below the best-performing states on all of them, the researchers say. Moreover, huge inequities persist in Texas higher education. For example, among younger adults ages 25-34, 43% of whites hold at least an associate degree, compared to 28% of blacks and only 15% of Hispanics. 

Recognizing the need to improve college readiness, Texas has made great strides in designing and evaluating high school courses and tests to make sure they teach the skills students need to succeed in college. This development holds great promise, Perna and Finney write. 

But soaring tuitions also stand in the way of a college education for many Texans. Texas was once known as a state where low financial aid was offset by low tuition. Now the low tuition is gone, leaving only low financial aid. In 2009, students at Texas’s public universities were paying 72% more than they were just six years earlier. 

Moreover, the state’s ambitious goal to expand seven emerging research universities reveals little understanding of the serious policy tradeoffs that must be considered if Texas is to achieve significantly higher levels of educational attainment, Perna and Finney say. Boosting research and prestige at public universities is an expensive undertaking that will take funds away from the state’s efforts to increase college enrollment and produce more graduates ready for tomorrow’s jobs. 

“The future of economic and social mobility in Texas depends on the difficult choices that lie ahead for higher education,” Perna and Finney write. “Are Texas’s state leaders prepared to make them?” 

Other states in the study are Illinois, Georgia, Maryland and Washington. The full report is available at: www.gse.upenn.edu/irhe/srp/texas 

http://www.marketwatch.com/story/texas-higher-education-must-confront-hard-choices-upenn-study-finds-2012-04-18


New Report Highlights Negative Impact of Debt on Graduate Enrollment in STEM for Latino Students
Center for Urban Education (CUE)

Rossier School of Education

University of Southern California

The Center for Urban Education's new report "Reducing Undergraduate Debt to Increase Latina and Latino Participation in STEM Professions" examines the borrowing patterns of undergraduate students and the relation of that debt to enrollment in graduate school. The central finding of the report is that controlling undergraduate debt can increase the number of Latino students who become scientists, engineers, and mathematicians by enabling them to continue to invest in their education beyond the bachelor's degree.

The National Academies recently issued a report calling for a short term goal of doubling participation of African Americans, Hispanics, Native Americans, and other racial-ethnic groups in science, technology, engineering and math (STEM), with long term goals that call for tripling and even quadrupling their enrollment. The Center for Urban Education's report makes it clear this increase is unlikely without addressing the issue of financing undergraduate education. It shows that even low amounts of debt can have a negative impact on graduate enrollment. Latino students with high debt, relative to others in their class, are 17% less likely than students without debt to go on to graduate or professional school. Those with low debt were nearly 14% less likely.

While increased undergraduate debt is a national concern as it can decrease recent graduates' ability to function in society, this report raises the issue that undergraduate debt is not just a quality of life concern for graduates, but may be negatively impacting the nation's workforce by limiting the number of students who go on to graduate school. A prior report in this series noted increasing participation of Latino STEM students at all degree levels is not just a matter of fairness and social equity, but of workforce need.

Download the full report here.



Jobs, Education Trump Immigration For Latino Voters, Survey Says

National Journal

By Stephanie Czekalinski

May 16, 2012





AP Photo/Jay Reeves

To many Latino voters, access and quality of education is a more important issue than immigration reform.

Despite the attention immigration gets, likely Latino voters think the economy and education are more important, according to a survey of 1,400 likely voters in five states with large numbers of Hispanic and Latino residents. 

Among likely Latino voters, education was the second most important issue after jobs and the economy, said Alberto Collazo, communications director for HCREO during a press conference Tuesday in Washington.

The poll surveyed residents of Arizona, Florida, New Jersey, New Mexico, and Nevada.

The Hispanic Council for Reform and Educational Options and the American Federation for Children, collaborated to produce the survey on voter attitudes toward education. Both groups advocate for an expansion of school voucher programs and public funding for charter schools. 

The survey also showed wide support for those programs. More than two-thirds of those surveyed said they believed that “choice and competition among school improves education.” More than a quarter said they thought it hurt education.

Collazo urged politicians - particularly those running for president - to make their positions on education part of the political debate. 

The general population also considers it important to improve the quality of kindergarten to 12 education. It ranked behind the economy and jobs and on par with reducing the budget deficit, according to the poll.

http://www.nationaljournal.com/thenextamerica/education/jobs-education-trump-immigration-for-latino-voters-survey-says-20120515


Upcoming Network Partner Conferences and Events
I am pleased to provide you the schedule of conferences and events this coming year by the stakeholder groups and organizations that comprise the Hispanic STEM Initiative network. The following is a list of just some of the partner events scheduled in 2012. As the schedule will be updated periodically, and I invite your organization to submit the details of your event so that it can be included in the subsequent issue of the Hispanic STEM Initiative Update.

	Date(s)
	Conference/Event, Theme, and Venue
	Location

	May 31- June 1
	The College Board’s Annual Preparate Conference, “Help Prepare Latino Students for Opportunity and Success in Education” at the Hyatt Regency Miami, Florida
http://www.collegeboard.com/preparate/index.html
	Miami, FL

	June 27-29
	U.S. News STEM Solutions 2012 — A Leadership Summit, at the Dallas Sheraton Hotel
http://usnewsstemsolutions.com/
	Dallas, TX

	Sept. 24-29
	Hispanic Engineering, Science and Technology (HESTEC) Week at The University of Texas-Pan American
http://www.utpa.edu/hestec/
	Edinburg, TX

	Oct. 10-13
	Society of Mexican American Engineers and Scientists (MAES) Symposium 2012, "A Jackpot of Opportunities”  at the (Location to be determined)
http://www.maes-natl.org/
	Las Vegas, NV

	Oct. 10-13
	Association of Latino Superintendents and Administrators’ (ALAS) 9th Annual  Summit on Hispanic Education at the Intercontinental Hotel
http://www.alasedu.net/Conferences.aspx
	Miami, FL

	Oct. 11-13
	Great Minds in STEM’s 24th Annual HENAAC Conference at Disney's Coronado Springs Resort
http://www.greatmindsinstem.org/henaac/conference/
	Lake Buena Vista, FL

	Oct. 11-14
	Society for Advancement of Chicanos and Native Americans in Science (SACNAS) National Conference, “Science, Technology, and Diversity for a Healthy World” at the Washington State Convention & Trade Center
http://sacnas.org/events/national-conf
	Seattle, WA

	Nov. 14-18
	Society of Hispanic Professional Engineers (SHPE/AHETEMS) Conference 2012 at the (Location to be determined)
http://oneshpe.shpe.org/wps/portal/national
	Fort Worth, TX




I hope you found this edition of the Hispanic STEM Initiative Update to be informative.
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