Hispanic STEM Initiative Update
Wednesday, March 30, 2011
Dear Friends,

I hope you all are enjoying the new flora and moderate temperatures that spring normally brings around this time of the year, although it seems to have been delayed in some parts of the country, (like the Midwest and the northeast). But don’t fret, as temperatures eventually rise and trees, flowers, and grass will soon take their usual form. The season also brings spring breaks, spring cleaning, and spring fever. While these are all associated with the traditional rites of spring, this is also a good time to assess our growth – in terms of our population and educational attainment.

Regarding the former, we learned last week that the U.S. population grew to 308.7 million people over the decade between 2000 and 2010. (See press release below.) More than half of the growth in the total U.S. population came from an increase in the Hispanic population. The Hispanic population grew by 43 percent, rising from 35.3 million in 2000 to 50.5 million in 2010, comprising 16 percent of the total U.S. population. The growth in the Hispanic population does not come entirely as a surprise, as forecasters have been predicting this increase for some time.

However, the trajectory of the Hispanic population, accompanied by similar growth of Hispanic student enrollment in K-12 public schools, at almost 21 percent, coupled with the lagging educational attainment of American students in general and Hispanic students, in particular, represents an ominous challenge. The sheer growth of the Hispanic population in numbers alone does not necessarily translate into any measureable advantage (except perhaps for politicians). The challenge comes from transforming the enormous reservoir of talent that the growth of the Hispanic student population represents into the human resources the nation needs to remain economically competitive. One just need to look at international comparisons to know that our students are trailing many developed countries in terms of math and science achievement. We cannot afford to be complacent as we lose ground to other countries in producing the mathematicians, scientists, and engineers that our nation needs in order to remain competitive.

Yes, we are at the proverbial crossroads and we have been at this juncture for some time. Which brings us to the efforts we presently have underway to improve educational outcomes for Hispanic students in the STEM fields. And, we are making progress along several fronts. This past month, the Hispanic STEM Initiative presented five STEM education sessions at the College Board’s Prepárate conference in San Antonio, Texas. The Hispanic STEM Initiative’s Advisory Committee convened for a half day in conjunction with this conference. The network of stakeholder groups and organizations, which you all represent and that comprise the Hispanic STEM Initiative network, grew to 55. And, several of you are producing and reporting your own respective achievements, accomplishments, and STEM events. So, the efforts are growing in cities and towns across the country, too numerous to record here. Thus, this issue of the Hispanic STEM Initiative Update highlights just some of those activities and urge you to continue to submit your stories, articles, reports, and events to share with our friends across the network.

In the interim, we will look forward to the day when we can state with confidence that we arrived at this juncture in our nation’s history and boldly moved to help our children fulfill the challenge that faces every generation – to provide them a better life than we had ourselves. And in the process, we helped preserve the nation’s prosperity for generations to come.



Hispanic STEM Initiative Network

This past month, the number of stakeholder groups and organizations that comprise the Hispanic STEM Initiative network reached 55. Two organizations which have joined the network include, Alphonso Rincón, President, Fathers Active in Communities & Education (FACE), located in New Braunfels, Texas, and Oscar F. Porter, Executive Director, Mathematics, Engineering, Science Achievement (MESA) located in Oakland, California. The Hispanic STEM Initiative is pleased to welcome them both to the network. As always, we invite you to refer organizations with which you are familiar to join us in this very ambitious effort by becoming part of the Hispanic STEM Initiative network.


Hispanic STEM Initiative Advisory Committee Convened in San Antonio, Texas – March 9, 2011

The Advisory Committee convened on March 9, in San Antonio, Texas, a day prior to The College Board’s Prepárate Conference.

	Members in attendance
Mike Acosta

Michael Marder

Eduardo Cancino

Rudy Reyna

David Valladolid

Maria Esther Lopez

Nora Ramirez

Jorge Haynes (by phone)
	Guests in Attendance
Patricia Mayer-Ochoa

Parent Institute for Quality Education (PIQE)

Oscar Porter 

MESA California 

Juanita Muñiz Torres 

MESA California 

Linda P. Thurston, Ph.D.

National Science Foundation


A range of agenda items were addressed and plans adopted for the coming year.  Highlights of the meeting included the seating of Rudy Reyna, Executive Director of PREP-USA, as the newest member of the Advisory Committee. The addition of Norelie Garcia, AT&T’s Associate Vice President Federal Public Affairs, to the STEM Corporate Council was also announced. Norelie will now join Truman Bell, Exxon Mobil Corporation, on the Corporate Council.

A detailed progress report on the development of an evaluation plan for the PreK-20 Partnerships in STEM Project was presented and the ensuing discussion focused on whether the State of Texas’ projected budget shortfall would place any constraints on key elements of the PreK-20 Partnerships in STEM Project. After acknowledging the burden that funding cuts would impose on universities and colleges and schools and school districts, one member outlined the benefits that schools stand to receive from the comprehensive framework that the Project represents – one that helps children stay in school and leads to success in college. Thus, all the elements of the Project will need to demonstrate that they can make a positive difference through the education outcomes they produce. This clearly points to the important role that the evaluation plan will perform in measuring learner outcomes.

Regarding the planned Pilot programs in Houston and Los Angeles, its purpose is to permit the partners to learn from working together in a common geographic location where several already have or are planning to have a presence. In Houston, Rudy Reyna is spearheading that effort and tentatively counted MAES, PIQE, UTeach, and PREP-USA among the partners that will participate in the pilot. Rudy indicated that the STEM cluster will consist of Houston Independent School District and the University of Houston, Downtown campus, with plans to begin this summer with grades ranging from the fourth grade to the university level.
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In Los Angeles, Jorge Haynes is leading that effort and reviewed two possible clusters from which to select for the pilot. Either cluster would include a variation of two elementary schools, one middle school, a high school, community college, and a four-year post-secondary institution (either Cal State Dominguez Hills or Cal State Pomona). The time-frame to get the pilot underway would be this summer and fully implemented by September. Prospective partners that may participate in the Los Angeles pilot will include PREP-USA, PIQE, and MAES, among others. MESA representatives also indicated an interest in supporting the pilot where they already have a presence.

The meeting also reviewed the Hispanic STEM Initiative’s timeline of projects, activities, and events planned for the remainder of the year and part of the next. Among these activities, plans to initiate an organization transition in which a separate 501c3 tax-exempt status would be sought for the Hispanic STEM Initiative were reviewed in a timeframe that would take several months. Regarding new collaborations, the Hispanic STEM Initiative’s partnership with the College Board’s Prepárate Conference in particular, the Advisory Committee agreed that the Hispanic STEM Initiative should collaborate again with The College Board in 2012. (Since that time, Mike Acosta and Adam Chavarria have been invited by The College Board to serve on its Prepárate conference planning committee for 2012.) 

The meeting concluded with the adoption of the next two Advisory Committee meetings. The next meeting will be held on Thursday, June 16, in Washington, D.C. The second meeting will he held on Thursday, October 6, in Oakland, California and will coincide with MAES’ Symposium 2011, scheduled October 5-8, at the Oakland Marriott Hotel. The meeting was brought to a close after all the members and guests were thanked for attending and contributing to the proceedings.



Hispanic STEM Initiative Presents Five STEM Sessions at The College Board’s Prepárate Conference in San Antonio, Texas – March 10-11, 2011

The Hispanic STEM Initiative was extremely proud to collaborate once again this year with The College Board’s Prepárate Conference on March 10-11, in San Antonio, Texas. It was a full conference with a variety of speakers, plenary sessions, and education sessions. The Hispanic STEM Initiative presented five STEM sessions, all of which were well-attended and well-received, particularly from the insightful questions that followed each presentation.
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It became very apparent that there is enormous interest in STEM education in general and in the Hispanic STEM Initiative projects, in particular.
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Each of the presenters provided a wealth of information on their respective topic and contributed immensely to the growing base of knowledge related to STEM education research, practice, and policy. The Hispanic STEM Initiative commends each and every presenter, several of whom serve on the Advisory Committee, for sharing their expertise, experience, and knowledge to the over 600 participants that attend the College Board’s Prepárate Conference.
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News, Information, and STEM Articles of Interest
As a regular feature of the Hispanic STEM Initiative Update, I am pleased to provide you the following news, information, and articles of interest in STEM education. Some of these articles were published over the last three to four months but remain current to the STEM education issues we all are attempting to address. There has been much to catch up with over the past four months. I want to thank those of you who submitted this information and encourage the rest to do same when you encounter an educational item that will be of interest to the network.



2010 Census Shows America's Diversity

Hispanic and Asian Populations Grew Fastest During the Decade
The U.S. Census Bureau released today the second in a series of 2010 Census briefs, Overview of Race and Hispanic Origin: 2010, which looks at our nation's changing racial and ethnic diversity and provides a snapshot of the racial and Hispanic origin composition of the United States.

The examination of racial and ethnic group distributions nationally shows that while the non-Hispanic white alone population is still numerically and proportionally the largest major race and ethnic group in the United States, it is also growing at the slowest rate. Conversely, the Hispanic and Asian populations have grown considerably, in part because of relatively higher levels of immigration.

More than half of the growth in the total U.S. population between 2000 and 2010 was because of the increase in the Hispanic population. Between 2000 and 2010, the Hispanic population grew by 43 percent, rising from 35.3 million in 2000 to 50.5 million in 2010. The rise in the Hispanic population accounted for more than half of the 27.3 million increase in the total U.S. population. By 2010, Hispanics comprised 16 percent of the total U.S. population of 308.7 million.

http://2010.census.gov/news/releases/operations/cb11-cn125.html


NAEP Science Report Card 2009

Summary of Major Findings

Fewer than one-half of students perform at or above the Proficient level in science at all three grades

Students throughout the nation in grades 4, 8, and 12 participated in the 2009 National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) in science. The assessment was updated in 2009 to keep the content current with key developments in science, curriculum standards, and research. To establish the baseline for future science assessments, the overall average score for each grade was set at 150 on a 0 to 300 scale.

· Thirty-four percent of fourth-graders, 30 percent of eighth-graders, and 21 percent of twelfth-graders performed at or above the Proficient level.

· Seventy-two percent of fourth-graders, 63 percent of eighth-graders, and 60 percent of twelfth-graders performed at or above the Basic level.

· One percent of fourth-graders, 2 percent of eighth-graders, and 1 percent of twelfth-graders performed at the Advanced level.

· Scores were higher than the nation in 24 states/jurisdictions at fourth-grade and 25 states/jurisdictions at eighth-grade.

· At grade 12, there was no significant difference in scores for White and Asian/Pacific Islander students, and both groups scored higher on average than other racial/ethnic groups.

http://nationsreportcard.gov/science_2009/summary.asp
· View student performance by various student groups, including gender, race/ethnicity, type of school (public or private), family income level (based on eligibility for the National School Lunch Program), students with disabilities (SD), and English language learners (ELL). 

http://nationsreportcard.gov/science_2009/g4_nat.asp


STEM Education - a New Grant
Posted At : March 11, 2011 2:49 PM | Posted By : Research Administration
Office for Research Administration, University of Texas-Pan American

A recent buzzword in the news is STEM - Science, Technology, Engineering and Math. The context in which we usually see the acronym is that the United States is falling behind the rest of the world: American 15-year-olds rank 17th in the world in science, 25th in math and the United States is 12th in college graduation rates. *
Doom and gloom is not in the vocabulary of Dr. Cristina Villalobos. The Associate Professor of Mathematics and her co-PIs recently won a grant from the Department of Defense to advance STEM education in predominately Hispanic deep south Texas. The 3.7 million dollar award is for four years with the possibility of it being extended an additional year for another one million dollars. In addition to UTPA, the grant involves the three collaborators: University of Texas - Brownsville, South Texas College, and Texas A&M International University.

http://www.utpa.edu/blogs/research/index.cfm/2011/3/11/STEM-Education--a-New-Grant


Bush Institute Launches Landmark Plan to Transform and Improve Middle Schools 

February 9, 2011 5:48 pm

EducationNews
HOUSTON— Nearly one-third of America’s young people fail to graduate from high school in four years. Former first lady Mrs. Laura W. Bush announced the program at Stovall Middle School of the Aldine Independent School District in Houston.

 

“Middle school is the last and best chance to prepare students for a successful high school career,” Mrs. Bush said to a crowd of 400 students, teachers, parents, education policy experts and city and school leaders. “Research shows with systematic, intensive interventions that students who started middle school behind can catch up.” 

 

Middle School Matters is the most comprehensive research-based program to be applied to middle schools. The Institute has partnered with the nation’s top researchers to integrate, for the first time, proven practices that yield significant advances in middle school student achievement and readiness for high school. Implemented as a total package, Middle School Matters provides the proven mix of interventions to guarantee success. 

Researchers developing Middle School Matters have identified 11 elements as critical for middle school success. These elements include concepts such as “school leadership” and “reading and reading interventions.” Middle School Matters incorporates key benchmarks, such as the ability to read for learning, write to communicate and perform complex math equations at grade level. Under each of the 11 elements, a research team convened by the Bush Institute prescribes five to eight data-driven specifications that include practical examples of how to best implement the research in the classroom. 

“At the Bush Institute, we think big, work together, and get results,” said James K. Glassman, executive director of the Bush Institute. “Middle School Matters will dramatically transform our partner middle schools and create an environment where students enter high school ready to do the work.” 

 

Middle School Matters will be implemented in three phases. The program is currently in Phase One, which includes building the platform and ensuring that all components work together cohesively. Phase Two will pilot the program in 10-15 schools. Each pilot school will undergo a tailored needs assessment and will be matched with a support team to assist in the implementation of the Middle School Matters specifications over two years. Phase Three will evaluate the pilot programs and scale the initiative to engage more schools.

 

http://www.educationnews.org/ed_reports/thinks_tanks/107428.html


UTEP Professor Ben Flores Receives Presidential Award 

Jan. 6, 2010 

Rob Kuznia -- HispanicBusiness.com

University of Texas at El Paso Engineering professor Ben Flores, PhD., has long been a driving force in launching the science careers of minority students.  Today, President Obama recognized those years of work, presenting Flores with the Presidential Award for Excellence in Science, Technology, Mathematics and Engineering Mentoring.

The honor was part of a larger White House event, called "Educate to Innovate," recognizing outstanding educators in the sciences.

http://www.hispanicbusiness.com/news/2010/1/6/utep_professor_ben_flores_receives_presidential.htm


China vs. US: different educational cultures

BY ESTHER J. CEPEDA, Washington Post Writers Group

December 12, 2010

The Washington Post Writers Group

CHICAGO — The recent announcement of the performance ranking of 15-year-old students from 34 developed countries in reading, math and science basically showed that when it comes to academic achievement, China is eating our lunch.

This shouldn't come as a shock, except to those who haven't been paying attention to China's decade-long meteoric rise.  The Program for International Student Assessment standardized test ranked U.S. students from 14th to 25th worldwide in the three content areas — above average in science and reading, but below average in math. The big story was the top scores of Shanghai, Hong Kong and Macao school systems. READ MORE
http://www.600words.com/2010/12/china-vs-us-different-educational-cultures.html


Who's to blame for problems in our education system? Adults say parents are the problem

Chicago Tribune News

DONNA GORDON BLANKINSHIP Associated Press 

11:12 p.m. CST, December 11, 2010

SEATTLE (AP) — Blaming teachers for low test scores, poor graduation rates and the other ills of American schools has been popular lately, but a new survey wags a finger closer to home.

An Associated Press-Stanford University Poll on education found that 68 percent of adults believe parents deserve heavy blame for what's wrong with the U.S. education system — more than teachers, school administrators, the government or teachers unions.

Only 35 percent of those surveyed agreed that teachers deserve a great deal or a lot of the blame. Moms were more likely than dads — 72 percent versus 61 percent — to say parents are at fault. Conservatives were more likely than moderates or liberals to blame parents.

Those who said parents are to blame were more likely to cite a lack of student discipline and low expectations for students as serious problems in schools. They were also more likely to see fighting and low test scores as big problems.

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/sns-ap-us-education-poll-blaming-parents,0,1949319.story


How to Impart STEM Education to Your Children

originated by: Shyamsunder Panchavati, Krystle, wikiHow Coach
When it comes to technological innovation, the United States remains number one. Yet, among 15-year-olds worldwide, the US ranks 29th in math literacy, falling behind Finland, Croatia, the Czech Republic, and Liechtenstein.[1] This means that the US delivers a less-than-excellent education in Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics (STEM education). Due to the declining quality of public primary and secondary education as well as an overall lack of financial and societal support (only 10 percent of children's TV characters are scientists or engineers),[2] fewer young American students are showing an interest in STEM education.

Given that so many US students have shied away from STEM studies, American industry has been forced to continue its practice of outsourcing overseas. This business strategy will not change unless a sufficient number of American students pursue college and graduate degrees in the sciences. As of late, there has been renewed attention to STEM education as well initiatives and funding from the White House on its behalf.[3] To contribute to this new momentum, parents and caregivers can play a significant role in exciting their children about STEM education and its professional possibilities. What are the steps in taking this proactive approach? This article will help you to get your children more involved in STEM education and loving it, too.

http://www.wikihow.com/Impart-STEM-Education-to-Your-Children


Latinos wait in line for preschool spots
by Esther J. Cepeda on Tuesday, November 23, 2010 at 12:26pm

By ESTHER J. CEPEDA, Chicago Sun-Times

I was on a panel on covering Latino education issues in mainstream media last week when an audience member criticized this newspaper’s recent story on Latino kids’ relatively low preschool attendance rates.

 

“Your coverage put the blame on parents when in reality our schools are overcrowded and we have no access to preschool programs,” an attendee said passionately.

 

She was referring to an article that appeared in the Sun-Times last Tuesday under the headline “Preschool attendance lags among Latino children.” The deck headline felt like a slap in the face to me, too: “Culture, language gap may be to blame, experts say.”

 

Those who did not flip the page with a dismissive, “Yeah, tell me something I don’t know” learned these facts from a report by University of California-Berkeley professors: Only about 35 percent of Illinois’ Latino 4-year-olds attended some type of preschool, compared with 66 percent of white children, 63 percent of Asian and 54 percent of African-American children. The U.S. average is 48 percent.

http://www.facebook.com/notes/esther-j-cepeda/latinos-wait-in-line-for-preschool-spots-112210/109265779142946


Messages from the field

From time to time, we receive updates from the partners and stakeholder groups that comprise the Hispanic STEM Initiative network. I am pleased to cite to organizations who are making significant progress in their work to improve education outcomes for Hispanic students in STEM. The first message comes to us from David Valladolid, Parental Institute for Quality Education (PIQE) and member of the Hispanic STEM Initiative Advisory Committee, and the second message is from Bill Izabal, formerly with The Boeing Corporation and now the President and Founder of ListoAmerica. Please read their inspiring messages. 


Subject: PIQE was featured on Latino Life


I am excited with PIQE's recent opportunity to be featured on Latino Life (for the second time)! Olga Nunez, PIQE Fresno Executive Director in Central California did an amazing job representing PIQE and informing the viewers of PIQE's great work. Also, Mr. Russell Wells (PIQE parent graduate at Baird Middle School) delivered an incredible testimony of his experience going through our program. Shortly after it aired, we had several parents requesting to have PIQE at their schools. Therefore, PIQE is working hard to find the matching cost, so we can serve more parents. I've attached the link below. Feel free to send  the link to our National Hispanic STEM Initiative/Coalition friends and colleagues. 

Let us put the virtual world to work for a GREAT cause. All it takes is one more of your friends to know about PIQE's great mission to make a difference. With your support, "Now Anything is Possible"!
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AZz9SM1Z-e0
Thanks again and be well,

David Valladolid

President & CEO
PIQE's Mission: We are committed to connect families, schools and community
as partners to advance the education of every child through parent engagement!



Adam, always glad to hear from you and appreciate the Hispanic STEM Initiative Updates. As you know, I continue to be fully engaged in Latino STEM activities through ListoAmerica, Inc. As I may have mentioned, ListoAmerica formed a strategic alliance with the Mexican American Opportunity Foundation (MAOF) to establish after-school Computer Clubhouses in California and beyond. These Clubhouses are being established in under-served Latino communities and are focused on educating, informing and inspiring our youth to excel...especially in STEM.

I want to share three "breaking news" items with you: 1. The first MAOF and ListoAmerica Computer Clubhouse opened in November 2010; 2. We were just informed that this Computer Clubhouse was officially licensed by the prestigious Intel Computer Clubhouse Network; 3. The MAOF Board of Directors just approved a high priority strategic objective to continue to work with ListoAmerica to grow the number of MAOF and ListoAmerica Computer Clubhouses throughout California and beyond. For more information, please see attachment (MAOF and ListoAmerica Computer Clubhouse Fact Sheet). Also, please refer to our webpage: www.listoamerica.org.

Adam, you are welcome to share all this information on your Hispanic STEM Initiative Updates. Please stay in touch.

Saludos,

Bill Izabal

ListoAmerica, Inc.

www.listoamerica.org


Graduate Programs Grow Less Diverse Without Racial Preferences, Research Suggests

The Chronicle of Higher Education
November 20, 2010

By Peter Schmidt

Indianapolis

State bans on the use of affirmative-action preferences by public colleges have resulted in significant declines in black, Hispanic, and Native American enrollments in graduate programs, with some fields hit much harder than others, concludes the first study to broadly examine the impact of such prohibitions on graduate education.

Moreover, the only race-conscious admissions policies allowed elsewhere—"holistic" admissions policies that purport to consider race and ethnicity as part of broad, subjective evaluation of applicants—cannot necessarily be trusted to promote diversity in graduate admissions, suggests a second study, of an unnamed medical school.

Taken together the studies, both presented here Friday at the annual conference of the Association for the Study of Higher Education, offer grim news to those seeking to enlarge the share of advanced degrees earned by black, Hispanic, and Native American people, especially in fields such as science, technology, engineering, and medicine.

Hispanic people account for about 16 percent of the nation's total population but only about 6 percent of all graduate students. Black people account for about 12 percent of the population and 11 percent of total graduate enrollment. Both subsets of the population account for only about 4 percent of all graduate students in science and engineering, and they complete graduate programs at disproportionately low rates, prompting the federal government, college associations, philanthropies, and other key players in higher education to pump money into efforts to diversify graduate education in certain key fields and try to get more minority students through the process of earning advanced degrees.

http://chronicle.com/article/Graduate-Programs-Grow-Less/125459/


Upcoming Network Partner Conferences and Events
I am pleased to provide you the schedule of conferences and events this coming year by the stakeholder groups and organizations that comprise the Hispanic STEM Initiative.  The following is a list of just some of the partner events scheduled in 2011.   As the schedule will be updated periodically, and I invite your organization to submit the details of your event so that it can be included in the subsequent issue of the Hispanic STEM Initiative Update.

	Date(s)
	Conference/Event, Theme, and Venue
	Location

	Mar. 31
	HITEC Top 50 Latin America Awards, “Globalization: Innovation and Transformation” at Loews Miami Beach Hotel
http://www.hitecglobal.org/
	Miami Beach, FL

	Apr. 2-3
	Chicago Latino Book & Family Festival at Unity Junior High School, 2100 S. Laramie Avenue, Cicero, IL
Contact: Zeke Montes 708-466-6666 or zekemontes@teleguia.us
	Cicero, IL

	Apr. 7
	National Girls Collaborative Project “Engaging and Supporting Latinas in Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics” Webcast. To register, follow this link: http://www.ngcproject.org/events/events.cfm?eventid=192
	Webcast

	Sept. 25-Oct 1
	Hispanic Engineering, Science and Technology (HESTEC) Week, “A decade of Innovation: Pushing Frontiers, Inspiring Future Leaders” at The University of Texas-Pan American
http://hestec.utpa.edu/
	Edinburg, TX

	Oct. 5-8
	Society of Mexican American Engineers and Scientists (MAES) Symposium 2011, “Building Bridges Together" at the Oakland Marriott Hotel
http://www.maes-natl.org/
	Oakland, CA

	Oct. 6-8
	Great Minds in STEM’s 23RD Annual HENAAC Conference at Disney's Coronado Springs Resort
http://www.greatmindsinstem.org/henaac/conference/
	Lake Buena Vista, FL

	Oct. 12-15
	Association of Latino Superintendents and Administrators’ (ALAS) 8th Annual  Summit on Hispanic Education at the San Francisco Marriott Marquis Hotel
http://thealas.net/7thAnnualConference.aspx
	San Francisco, CA

	Oct. 26-30
	Society of Hispanic Professional Engineers (SHPE/AHETEMS) Conference 2011, at the Anaheim Convention Center
http://conference.shpe.org/shpe2011/
	Anaheim, CA

	Oct. 27-30
	Society for Advancement of Chicanos and Native Americans in Science (SACNAS) National Conference, “Empowering Innovation and Synergy Through Diversity” at the San Jose Convention Center
http://sacnas.org/events/national-conf
	San Jose, CA




In closing, I ask you to join me in conveying our sympathy, thoughts, and prayers to the thousands and thousands of lives that were lost in the enormous earthquake that hit the country of Japan and in the tsunami that followed. And pray for the survivors who will live with this tragedy for many years to come.

Please contact me if you have any comments or questions.
Best regards,
Adam
Adam Chavarria

(361) 334-7525 Land

(703) 909-1315 Cell

addamm2020@aol.com
